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Motivation Research Questions Discussion
e Early childhood experiences and opportunities play an 1.How do community characteristics relate to average skills at school entry?  Across domains, post-pandemic cohorts
important role in shaping short- and long-term outcomes [3,4]. 2.How have skills at school entry changed over the last decade? entered kindergarten with lower skills
o Skills at school entry are both a useful indicator of educational than pre-pandemic cohorts.
opportunity before K-12 schooling and a predictive indicator of Analytic Sample e Pandemic impacts varied by child age and
later academic and social success [1,2]. We filter to states in which: community context:
e Current (program, survey) data on early skill is limited in e The same assessment was used before and after the pandemic. o Age: Cohorts aged 2.5 - 4.5 at
temporal and geographic coverage. o Estimates produced for districts capture >90% of state enrollment. pandemic onset (disrupted PK or PK3)
Analytic sample includes: 7 states (AK, CT, FL, KY, SC, UT, WA), 938 districts, 2.7 million students. experienced larger score declines;
Landscape of Kindergarten Readiness Assessment children aged 0-2 scored similarly to
Results pre-pandemic cohorts.
e Kindergarten readiness assessments (KRAs) are used in 32 states > Context: Score declines were larger in
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to guide instruction, identify areas for support, and inform policy - lower-resourced and higher-mortality
and resource allocation. communities, but not in places that
e KRAs often assess domains like physical wellbeing and motor — Lohming : :
. | A  Language shut down more during the pandemic.
development, social-emotional development, language > — LanguagelLiteracy > Trends: Pre-pandemic disparities
_ . e Literacy .
development, cognition and general knowledge (e.g. literacy, S st between low- and high-SES
. ()
math), and approaches to learning. o e communities widened during the
) — Physical
> . . [ )
< — Social Emotional pandemic, but have since returned to
-~ Self Help .
prior levels.
2017 2018 2019 2028 . 5)021 2022 2023 2024 e Population-level data on skills at school
ear (ra
Note: trend line illustrates average (within domain) across reporting states from precision-weighted model with state fixed effects. entry enable us tO StUdy granLIIar patterns
Includes data from AK, CT, FL, KY, SC, UT, WA
| | | | of early childhood opportunity and
Trend in School Entry Skills, by Domain and Community SES . . .
teracy ot SEL systemic effects of child policy.
1.0 1.0 1.0 . .
. . . e Future work will relate school entry skills
A equied 06 06 06 to earlier ECE contexts and later
Single KRA required S R I e — 8" elementary and middle school conditions.
KRA accessed E,’ 0.2 E; 0.2 Tq_; 024+
Analytic sample (})OJ 0.0 (})OJ 0.0- (‘DOJ 0.0
) NA § 0.2 § 0.21 ;j': 02 - __
2 04]— e 2 04 - Fes References
-0.6- N -0.6- h -0.6- . |
0l — High SES 0. — High SES 0l — High SES 1.Chetty, R., Friedman, J. N., Hilger, N., Saez, E.,
104 — Low SES 10- — Low SES 0. — Low SES Schanzenbach, D. W., & Yagan, D. (2011). How Does
Dataset COI’lStrUCtiOI‘l 2017 2018 2019 2022{6;021 2022 2023 2024 2017 2018 2019 202(;633021 2022 2023 2024 2017 2018 2019 2022{6;021 2022 2023 2024 Your Kindergarten Classroom Affect Your Earnings?
Evidence from Project Star. The Quarterly Journal of
e \We gather all publicly available kindergarten readiness i - .
& P Y & Bivariate Associations between Community Characteristics and Pandemic Score Change Economics, 126(4), 1593-1660
assessment data from states that: Literacy Vit SEL 2.Duncan, G. J., Dowsett, C. J., Claessens, A, Magnuson, K.,
R : hild to b J Urban - — - - Huston, A. C., Klebanov, P., Pagani, L. S., Feinstein, L.,
a. Require every chi O DE as5e55€ed. Percent Minority . i . i . i Engel, M., Brooks-Gunn, J., Sexton, H., Duckworth, K., &
b.Use the same assessment across all districts in the state. SES | : | : e Japel, C. (2007). School readiness and later achievement.
. . e . Institutional Trust - ' o L o o '
e Estimate mean and standard deviation of the underlying test ] N tv° aSh N : ‘ - - Developmental Psychology, 43(6), 1428.
C e : : : emocratic Vote Share | | | 3.Heckman, J. J. (2006). Skill Formation and the Economics
score distribution using heteroskedastic ordered probit (HETOP) Community Disruption - i i i o . .
| | | of Investing in Disadvantaged Children. Science,
m0d6|S Parent Jobless Rate : : :
: o | | | 312(5782), 1900-1902.
ure | | | e
COVID Death Rate . | . | § 4.Shonkoff, J. P., & Phillips, D. A. (Eds.). (2000). From
Parent Anxiety/Depression — . : L. neurons to neighborhoods: The science of early child
| | | .
Community Social Capital - : | - development. National Academy Press.
1 .05 0 05 PR .05 0 05 R .05 0 05 1

sadiehr@stanford.edu




